
 1 



 2 



 3 



 4 

 

  

                                                 
1 I will talk about this passage extensively in Part 3. 
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2 For example, the ESV Study Bible explains Pentecost like this, “but now the Spirit was coming to people in a new, 
more powerful way, signifying the beginning of the new covenant age…” (note on Acts 2:4). Also in Acts 8, when 
the Samaritans were empowered by the Spirit, the ESV uses the phrase, “…new covenant empowering of the Holy 
Spirit…” (note on Acts 8:17).  



 6 



 7 

                                                 
3 In 1 Cor. 14:34, Paul seems to say that women should remain silent in church. How then, do you reconcile this 
verse with 1 Cor. 11:5? Although it is beyond the scope of this paper to dig deeply into this important question, I 
do want to cite Kris Vallotton’s view: “It is very likely that Paul is actually quoting a question the Corinthians posed 
to him, and that he is answering their concerns in the pre-text and post-text surrounding these verses.” (Fashioned 
to Reign, Pg. 142). Vallotton’s perspective is supported by the fact that for women to remain silent is not only 
inconsistent with Paul’s theology of equality found in Galatians 3:26-29, but is inconsistent with the instructions he 
is giving in the very letter itself. 
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4 The New International Translation inserts “and sisters” based on the context of the book, especially 1 Corinthians 
11: 4-5. Regardless of how one feels about inclusive language, one has to grant the context of men and women.   
5 See footnote 4.   
6 The Old Testament names five women as prophets: Miriam (Ex. 15:20), Deborah (Judges 4:4), Huldah (2 Kings 
22:14; 2 Chron. 34:22), Noadiah (Neh. 6:14) and a woman called “The Prophetess” but apparently Isaiah’s wife, 
(Isaiah 8:3). The New Testament names Anna (Luke 2:36-38) and Philip’s four unmarried daughters (Acts 21:9).  
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7 Yes, I am a University of Michigan fan.  
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8 F.F. Bruce. The Epistle to the Galatians: A Commentary on the Greek Text (The New International Greek Testament 
Commentary). Grand Rapids, William B. Eerdmans, 1982. P. 190. 
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9 Tucker, Ruth A. Woman in the Maze. InterVarsity Press. 1992. P. 115 
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10 NIV Study Bible 
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11 P. 175. I recommend Vallotton’s explanations of the relevant passages on equality of women, even though some 
scholars differ on the details. 
12 “The Ephesian Artemis was believed to have the power to bring new life into the world and to take life away. 
There is no real evidence that she was a mother goddess…. but several ancient documents reveal that she was 
believed to be a midwife… It was thought she helped women and animals in labor. Ephesian women would call on 
Artemis during childbirth to speed up the labor and ease the pain, or, in dire circumstances, they would call on her 
to bring about a quick death to end their suffering (e.g., Acts of Andrew 25). Artemis was also the champion and 
protector of virgins, both male and female…. She was considered a virgin and, unlike mother goddesses, she was 

http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/actsandrew.html
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not associated with any male consort or god.” 1Timothy 2:12 in context: Artemis of Ephesus and her Temple. 
Internet post April, 2013. 
13 See also 2Timothy 4:18 where Paul refers to himself, …bring me safely…. 
14 Because Paul was aware that his letters would be circulated among the house churches, I don’t think he would 
have ever named Artemis directly.  He would not want to bring more persecution upon the Ephesian Christians. 
Though this omission is understandable, I think it has added to the lack of clarity surrounding this passage.  


